
From: Alejandro Huerta [mailto:alejandro.huerta@lacity.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2015 4:24 PM 
To: Stephanie Eyestone-Jones; Heidi Mekkelson 
Subject: Comment from the Public for Crossroads Hollywood NOP 
 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Chris Uszler <cuszler@weho.org> 
Date: Thu, Nov 19, 2015 at 4:19 PM 
Subject: Crossroads Hollywood ENV-2015-2026-EIR 
To: "alejandro.huerta@lacity.org" <alejandro.huerta@lacity.org> 
Cc: P G <lavalson@hotmail.com> 
 
Dear Mr. Huerta: 
  
Attached you will find my input for the Crossroads Hollywood project’s environmental review.  I attended the November 
14th public scoping meeting with a good friend, Pierre Griffith, who is a very-low income senior, and who will be 
displaced when construction begins.  (I have copied him on this e-mail message.)  Because of Pierre’s situation, my 
concern focuses on the Population and Housing impacts of the proposal. 
  
When I read the initial study document and the explanation of checklist determinations in attachment B, I found the 
Population and Housing section a little sparse and somewhat vague. I worried that the real impacts of the project in this 
area would not be discussed.  What heightened my concern was a conversation I had with one of the developer’s attorneys 
at the scoping meeting.  In response to questions about displacing low-income tenants, she told me that about 75% of the 
units to be demolished were occupied by students.  There weren’t many tenants with affordable housing needs that would 
be affected.  While I do not know the facts, that assessment certainly is not the one I get when I visit Pierre and see who 
his neighbors are. 
  
Pierre’s situation is a good example of the problem many construction projects create.  Low-income tenants are forced out 
of rent stabilized units they can afford and now must struggle to find new housing in the priciest rental market in the 
country.  Sure, they receive relocation fees, but that money only enables them to move.  It doesn’t get them a unit they can 
afford.   In an attempt to address this dilemma, I propose that low-income tenants displaced by a project receive the right 
of first refusal to move into one of the affordable units the project may create.  This approach seems fair to me.  I think it 
would provide some comfort for Pierre and others like him who are displaced. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration of my submission. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
Chris Uszler 
Information Coordinator 
Rent Stabilization & Housing Division 
City of West Hollywood 
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 
West Hollywood, California 90069 
323-848-6480 
Cuszler@weho.org 
  
 
 
 



 

1.  Provide a list of the rent stabilized units to be demolished, including the number of bedrooms/bathrooms for each.  

2.  Provide the number of tenants in each unit and identify which of them are seniors, disabled persons and dependent minors.  

3.  Provide a rent roll for all units indicating the rent for each and the date the current tenancy began. 

4.  Will affordable units be built on site?  List the number according to bedrooms and affordability type (very-low, low, mod.). 

5.  Will off-site affordable units be provided?  List the number according to bedrooms and affordability type (very-low, low, mod.). 

 

 

To mitigate the impact of the project on those who are being displaced, give all households who meet the affordable housing     

eligibility requirements the right of first refusal to rent one of the new affordable units when they are available.  Tenants would 

need to provide a written statement to the City requesting this right,  keep current their contact information,  and move to the new 

unit promptly once it is available.  Should there be more tenants requesting units than there are units available, determine who 

gets one by seniority or a lottery.  (I think the City should take this approach for all affordable-eligible tenants who are displaced 

when a project is approved.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Christopher Uszler 

                    1340 N. Poinsettia Pl. #215                                                                       Los Angeles, CA 90046 


